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morning commute

Zoe Pettersen

across the aisle, the wrinkled woman’s needles
tap a sweet staccato as she knits,

her husband patiently holding the yarn;

next to me, a man licks his thumb,
turns the page—

paper whispers like leaves.

the train rocks and sways
but the clatters keep me

from finding balance.

i sample my coffee, and
the heat prickles my hand
through the recycled
cardboard sleeve—

uncomfortable

but we take what warmth we can.
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