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Father
by A. Page Spiegel

Yea, I'm going down to the Ice Cream Store. I want a milk
shake. I want a strawberry milk shake. They taste good after
a game of golf. Would you give me a ride? Thanks, dad. I can
see you came from the club too. You've got those
chalkcolored tennis shorts on. I hope you remembered to
pull up that fly. You look pretty funny playing tennis when
your fly is down. Mom doesn't like that. She laughs and
ridicules you for it. Anyone would. Yes, and I can see you're
hot and sweaty from the game. Your glasses are fogged up. I
hope you can keep your eye and mind on the road. I never
feel safe driving with you. How do your knees feel? How's
your back, elbows, wrists, ankles, neck, knuckles? You look
pretty funny, do you know that? You've got wrist braces,
knee braces, ankle braces, elbow braces. You look like a

' •• a\? This certain\ is a nice car. Aren't you tV\ head ot tV\

sanitation department in this area? \ that why you can
afford a lime colored Mercedes with a red interior? And 1
really like this sun roof. You won't buy a car unless it has a
sun roof. That's an extremely important feature. Yes, it sure
is running well, isn't it? Sounds beautiful. This car purrs. I
didn't even have to turn around when I was on the road. I
knew it was you. I could tell by the varoom of the engine.
That's my father coming, I said to myself. Sounds like a jet.
Looks like a spaceship. And my father's the pilot. A Mercedes
in lime with a red interior. A gorgeous machine. Well, thanks
for picking me up. I jsut played golf and am now going to get a
milk shake. What's that you're doing? Squeezing an orange
fuzzy ball. That's a paddle ball, isn't it? Building up that forearm
of yours, eh? Good for the tennis, good for the squash, racquet
ball, paddle ball. You sure are a racquet man, aren't you? It
all started with your father and his championship handball.
They're all good games, I admit. But I like golf. I'm hooked
on golf. George, you know who George is, don't you? My
brother. Your son. Good guy, George. Dad, why do you
keep squeezing that damn thing? Captain Queeg. Hell of a
man, Captain Queeg, Humphrey Bogart. So how many
miles do you have on this baby? Fifty thousand. You're
kidding? You haven't even had it for a year. I guess you
really like driving. I know I would if I had a car like this.
What's that I hear? Sounds like ice jingling in a glass. Why, it
is ice jingling in a glass. Smells like scotch. You drink Dewars,



aq; aaAO ||E punoaE Sui|ooap sassE^^ uapuajq
aq; UEap JBABU no^ -smopuim puE iooy aq; uo .lapmod
uiajoad jo s;a>]UE[q puE saa;unoD aq; uo uoi;n|os ;sEaA
pa;E[n5Eoo jo sa|ppnd aAeaj no/^ -uis SB Addo|g 'ssaiu e
a-^no^ uaq^ia },uop j 'q;n.i; aq; noA ||a; oj^ -;sE}>|Ea.iq q;[Baq
[Bpads anoA apeiu 3A(noA aa;jE uaqo;i>i aq; ui aABaj noA
ssaui aq; a>[i[ ;(usaoQ -aq;Eajq noA ;a| ;(usaop aqg isjiqcq
siq aABq UBUJ B ;,UED Aq/y\E noA saAE3| aaAafq -oo; auitu
uo a;EjS p.aqs (j,qa 'saAaau anoA uo 5ui;E.iS si ajtw uujBp pOQ
(j,siuua; 3q; SEM moq 05 -noA aoj aouaps s(;Eq_L 'SuizBiuy
•S|EDO}ouoiu a>ji| ;sn( >joo| ;Eq; s|EDOjiq mau ssaq; ;o5 aA(Aaq;
AES no^ ';Bq; 3;EpaaddE ||im aopop aqj^ -qono} aotjsj ^,sa;iqm
siuuaj ano/5 ui s(jopop aq; o; ^B/V\j UQ "suaddsq ;i 'ip/y\q paau nof\y ^aoj }Bq/y\j s^

a/\ aq} o; /SB«\; UQ ^SuioS no^ aas aaaq/v\i |
poo6 qons ui /fe;s oj a5BUBUi no/\p MOJ-I 'rtp
HE saoBjq ;oS no/\| piiy -foiB Sui^aB si areq ano/i jng
•A;q5ia aa(noA |tjun 5uno/\S [^no^ i^qBu '^B/Y\ sa|>)uuM
aqj sdaayj -aDEj ;sqj Buisioaaxa 'saamaQ jno^i 5ui>|uup
'jBSp ;Eq^ uo Suyjnd 'jpq }Eqj Suizaanbs daa>{ -;no aiu
;aj o; uiiq >JSE pjnoqs [ aq/isui 'pog -auB| aaq;o aq^ o;ui JBAO
Suiyup aa^a/^ -pBoa aqj uo saA"a anoA daa>( 'asEau ^uappoE
UE o}ui5uiuaS jo PIBJJB J3A3 nort }(uaay 'oo; JBD aqj ui asoqj
op nort puy 'sajosnui a/\ aq; saqojajjg i,noA" j^uop 'sa[Djp ui
punoae uiaqj [joa no^ 'dn t'aqj pue u/v\op uaqj puE jqSu aq;
oj uaqj pue }ja[ aq} oj UBD nort se aej se >floo| no/^ ^noA }(uop
'ooi saspjaxa af\a op noA' puy 'SuizeLuy 'noA sem jajsuotu

U P scm An6 aqi iqBnom oBjo.it > .i>(i|

pa>joo[ saA"a SIH '.laqjo aqj O} asa auo 010.1} SuiqDjaajs ajiuus
oi}UESiS B 0} aSuEqo pus ji asop pjnom aq uaqj^ -anSuo;
siq }no Sui>pi}s PUB oS pjnom }i SB JEJ SB qjnouu siq Suiuado
SE/Y\S aqj^ -payuaoq SEM aBaoaQ -suotssaadxa pjmE
ojui aoEj siq Supjojuoo JED E ui UEUi aSuEajs siq; MBS aouo aq
piEg -}Eqj Suiop noA ;noqE aiu pjo; aBaoaQ JJEO aq; uj jpoS
rtjA] 'saspaaxa |EpE-j ̂ saspaaxg ,;mou Suiop nort ajE |pq aq;
;Eq/y\p aaaqmrtuE a>ji| ^upjnom j -punoas BuiqsEjq; saaa;
aq; ;E ̂ oo^ uaBuoa;s 5ui;;aS si puim aq^ ,;,;i ;,usi 'rtj;unoD
aq; jo ;asd aoiu E si siqj^ ~s;Eoq |JES maj E puy ^noA ;(UED
'sdBD a;iqm aas USD no/^ -maiA [nji;nBaq B s(;i 'sa/^ ^([Bnbs
B siq; ||BO no/S p|no/y\E '^(|iqo ajHi] B 5ui;;ac) "dn
Suipnop s(;i >juiq; [ ;nq 'sa/, <;;i ;(usi '^Bp inji;nBaq E s,;i 'i(a/y\q p|nom auoAuy "snoAaau ;iq ;saiui; aq; ;snf uuj -;uappDE

UE o;ui ;aS |[,noA" rtEpaujog -fyooo 5ui;;a6 aa^o^ <|aAup
|ji;s puE aouo ;E sSuiq; uoi[|iuj uaayij op A|qissod nof\D
MOH 'punojB Suiqsm aiy ~dn paSSoj aaB sassB[6 -ino^ UBD
aq; ui a>(oais jo pnop Sig 'sSuu aadBd JBam ̂ uppoqs ajdoaj
•6iq oo; aaE sa|>)Dnu>{ AJA] ,;5uu aq; aAEq j UE^ ^qEUEAEj^
'[[iqunQ ueSp B dn 5ui;q6i[ aj(noA mou puE '^poq jnoA ui
;uiof aiqEApDuoo AjaAa uo saoEjq 'jreq AdiS jnort o;uo u/v\op
Suunod uns '||Bq Azznj E '>juup B ;o5 no^ -6uippi>( aq o; ;o6
aA^o^ t/nou Suiop non" ajB ;Eq/y\a jo sapi ano^ -[[Eq
aBuejo Azzn; E azaanbs pue urtiop do; aq; q;i/v\q 3/\up
pue s>poj aq; uo SJE/MBQ a/;;i[ e ;aS o; a>[i/ noA siuua; ja;/e
og 'jaqjia jioio/v noA a>jeuj j,uop sa>/pi/s >///pv 'd^ijs yjjiuj e
a>(l| jo/vj 'a/qujaj pa)sej_ 'a/jjoq e a/ojs pue )ijSiu auo fauiqes

your I .H < • I i T i K i r i n iu l s < l i s i . irdi 'cl i l l pinuliai p l . u f s . You
suck on those damn things, don't you? Good for your hair.
Prevents it from turning grey. Well, I got news for you. Your
hair is grey. So the lady never leaves you alone. You played
tennis with her today? Did you win? Too bad. She kept
telling you to concentrate. Got mad when you double-
faulted. I wouldn't want to be told that my fly was down
either. I can see how she feels. Don't be too hard on her. It
sure is getting chilly in here, don't you think? Can I roll up my
window? Jesus Christ, you almost hit that guy on his bike!
Will you watch it, please? Now let me go over this again.
You've got a cigar in one hand, a fuzzy ball in the other, and
a drink in the same hand as the cigar, and a steering wheel in
both. You're a marvel. How do you do it? I don't know about
you, but I'd feel safer if you had three or four hands. But tell
me, how's the sanitation department business these days?
Making a lot of money. That's good. Did you see that,
lightning? Sky is getting dark. Looks like it's about to rain.
Feel sorry for the guys sailing. I'm shivering. Hey dad, it is
raining! Do you realize that? It's a down pour. The sun roof.
Close the sun roof, will you? We're getting wet. Yes, these
storms sure do some up suddenly. Thank you. And to think
just fifteen minutes ago it was a bright, sunny day. The
anomolies of nature. You'll never cease to be amazed. Me
neither. Where am I going? To the Ice Cream Shop. And
you're going to the eye doctor's. Yea, it's just up around the
corner. This sure is a bad street, isn't it. You've got to be
patient. Seems like an endless stream of traffic. Jesus! Why

are y < ) U so uu; • m hear \V>al guv's\v«r\ V\c's a
god damn bastard, isn't he? Yea, that's r'xght, te\\h\ratosVvut
up. Way to go. Not as easy to see when \ rains, is it? Even a
Mercedes fogs up on occasion. Hey, dad, you can just \et me
out here. Yea, it's all right. Thanks. Hope the doctor's
appointment goes well.
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your I.H <• I iTiKiri niuls <lisi .irdi'cl ill pinuliai pl.ufs. You
suck on those damn things, don't you? Good for your hair.
Prevents it from turning grey. Well, I got news for you. Your
hair is grey. So the lady never leaves you alone. You played
tennis with her today? Did you win? Too bad. She kept
telling you to concentrate. Got mad when you double-
faulted. I wouldn't want to be told that my fly was down
either. I can see how she feels. Don't be too hard on her. It
sure is getting chilly in here, don't you think? Can I roll up my
window? Jesus Christ, you almost hit that guy on his bike!
Will you watch it, please? Now let me go over this again.
You've got a cigar in one hand, a fuzzy ball in the other, and
a drink in the same hand as the cigar, and a steering wheel in
both. You're a marvel. How do you do it? I don't know about
you, but I'd feel safer if you had three or four hands. But tell
me, how's the sanitation department business these days?
Making a lot of money. That's good. Did you see that,
lightning? Sky is getting dark. Looks like it's about to rain.
Feel sorry for the guys sailing. I'm shivering. Hey dad, it is
raining! Do you realize that? It's a down pour. The sun roof.
Close the sun roof, will you? We're getting wet. Yes, these
storms sure do some up suddenly. Thank you. And to think
just fifteen minutes ago it was a bright, sunny day. The
anomolies of nature. You'll never cease to be amazed. Me
neither. Where am I going? To the Ice Cream Shop. And
you're going to the eye doctor's. Yea, it's just up around the
corner. This sure is a bad street, isn't it. You've got to be
patient. Seems like an endless stream of traffic. Jesus! Why

are y<)U so uu; • m hear \V>al guv's\v«r\ V\c's a
god damn bastard, isn't he? Yea, that's r'xght, te\\h\ratosVvut
up. Way to go. Not as easy to see when \ rains, is it? Even a
Mercedes fogs up on occasion. Hey, dad, you can just \et me
out here. Yea, it's all right. Thanks. Hope the doctor's
appointment goes well.
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