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T
w

o m
ore

 retarded m
en enter the steam

room
. O

ne
 of them

 is very
obese. H

is sw
im

 trunks are old and look dirty. 
H

e sits n
e

xt to N
a

n
cy

and sm
iles, his teeth brow

n. O
ne of the m

en begins to hum
. S

he ca
n

't
quite m

ake out the tune. T
he obese m

an m
oans, stands and starts to

leave.

Jim
 

is g
o
in

g
 a little 

too 
fast w

h
e

n 
he m

akes the turn jn
 to 

his
drivew

ay and one of the bags tips over, spilling 
its co

n
te

n
ts onto the

dirty, ca
rp

e
te

d backseat flo
o

r. H
e tu

rn
s off the radio, stops the car, and

co
n

to
rts his body o

ve
r the seat to see w

h
a

t has spilled. 
H

e curses.

T
he obese m

an is h
o

ld
in

g
 the ste

a
m

ro
o

m
 door sh

u
t so no one can

leave. H
e is flickin

g the lig
h

ts on and o
ff, on and o

ff. H
e is laughing

and h
a

vin
g a g

o
o
d

 tim
e. N

ancy has shut the steam
 off but the ro

o
m

 is
still very hot. It is tim

e for her to go. T
he fo

u
r retarded m

en are ye
llin

g
at the fat m

an, ca
llin

g 
him

 
som

ething 
sounding 

like 
P

ete, and this
m

akes him
 
m

o
re

 excited 
and

 he
 flashes the

 lig
h
ts on

 and
 off even

faster a
n

d
 la

u
g

h
s even harder. "Ju

st ignore him
," 

N
ancy says. "Ju

st
ig

n
o

re h
im

 a
n
d
 h

e
'll g

o
 aw

ay."

N
ancy is standing on the inside of the m

etal door tryin
g

 to reason
w

ith 
the 

retarded fat m
an 

outside. 
"P

lease 
let 

us out," 
she says,

"P
le

a
se

." S
he

 pushes on
 the

 d
o
o
r to

 see
 if he's still h

o
ld

in
g

 it shut. It
w

o
n

't budge. S
he steps back and slam

s her shoulder against the d
o
o
r.

T
he obese m

an has taken a few
 steps back, deciding to let the people

out, 
and he is laughing 

as the d
o
o
r hits him

 
in the face. H

is nose
begins to bleed.

Jim
 is in the bathroom

 urinating. H
e is too tired to stand so he is sit-

ting on the toilet, his pants dow
n around 

his ankles. H
e stares at the

em
pty bathtub w

ith its solitary sh
a

m
p

o
o bottle and th

in
 peice of ye

llo
w

soap half w
ay d

o
w

n
 the

 d
ra

in
. H

e
 begins th

in
kin

g
 of the

 w
o
m

a
n

 in
 the

grocery store w
ith the big hips. H

e im
agines her large thighs spread

w
id

e
, a sm

all m
o

u
n

d
 of pubic hair barely visible beneath a thick ro

ll of
fat. H

e decides to m
asturbate but fin

d
s that his penis is unresponsive,

and hangs betw
een his legs lim

p
 and uninterested.

N
ancy is alone in the show

er ro
o
m

. T
oo tired to stand she sits, lim

p
and exhausted, on the tile flo

o
r, letting the co

o
l show

er w
ater fa

ll gent-
ly o

ve
r her hot red shoulders.

Inside, Jim
 begins to unpack his groceries. 

H
e takes out a box of

A
rm

 and H
am

m
er 

baking soda, opens it, and puts it in the rear of his
refrigerator. H

e laughs, and says "th
is

 is g
re

a
t." H

e puts the rest of
the groceries aw

ay and grabs him
self 

tw
o 

beers and the loaf of rye
bread. H

e goes in to the livin
g
 ro

o
m

, tu
rn

s on the television and sits in
one

 of the
 tw

o
 fo

ld
in

g
 ch

a
irs in

 the
 otherw

ise em
pty ro

o
m

. H
e

 drinks
the beer and nibbles the bread. L

o
ve

 B
oat is on.

G
o
rd

o
n

 B
lack

1
4
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