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Misdemeanor

for Radclyffe Hall (1886-1943)

Long after | have died
misunderstood and alone

long after my work

has gone out of print

long after my body

has fallen in on ifself

my writing will live

on a shelf, forgotten

A young woman

hiding in study

will find a dust-covered

book with the last due date
thirty-eight years old

Intrigued by the ftitle,

by my picture on the fronfispiece
and by the story | have left for her
she will sign it out

take it home to share

with her lover, her friends

And though she may be

an honest young woman,

let this be the first book she steals

Karen J. Hall

Radclyffe Hall, English novelist and author of THE WELL OF LONELINESS, wrote to
insight info the experiences of lesbion women and 1o justify the lives of “those
fhousands who must stand forever outside [God's] blessing.” Her novel, however
banned after an infamous obscenity trial
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