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Perhaps he is entombed,

Buried in the twisted wreckage

Of a Phantom jet long since burned.
Washed away in endless acres of dark,
Steaming rainforest.

And never knowing of the boy

His cheerleader widow carried.

It was the axe man,

On a Friday after the slaughterhouse,
His shoulders weary of work,

And his meager pay dissolved,

In a three dollar bottle of wine

And a wilted bouquet.

The child who could not be loved
Observes the parental parade,
Guiltily content to have avoided
The characters whose blood he shares.
—Andy Heckert '93
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