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In the Closet

In the closet

the farthest darkest corner
I sing to myself

and lick the tears

yelling, accusing thunder
sounds in their voices
dad at brother at mom at
I can still hear them

and I go to school
and get good grades
and am the mature one

it breaks through the cracks
between muttered prayers
and songs and tears and
now I turn on the radio

and I am the good
the quiet the
stay at home friday night one

I don’t sing anymore but

I still cry sometimes

I write words to block out words
and feelings thrown and smashed

and I laugh and smile
and cry inside and
I still hear the screaming
—Beth Widmaier '95
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