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Winton Place

The street corners,
Populated with discarded lottery tickets,
Entice loitering.

The boys, not yet in high school, gulp

Their Mountain Dews in unison. They laugh

At the man who wears a black and orange

Hat and coat. He raises his head

To acknowledge their stares, then returns his gaze
To the liquor bottle, as his soiled hat bobs

To the broken walkman’s silent music.

A shopping cart clatters, veering off course

At each whim of the cement. The man in the soiled hat
Guides the cart, full of forsaken pop cans,

Worth a nickel each. His head shifts

Left then right, guarding his fortune.

The boys, not yet in high school, finish

Their Mountain Dews in unison and

The empty cans take their

Place on the ground beside the
Discarded lottery tickets.
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