
Exile

Volume 3 | Number 1 Article 5

1957

The Optimist
Jesse Matlack
Denison University

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile

Part of the Creative Writing Commons

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the English at Denison Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Exile by an
authorized editor of Denison Digital Commons.

Recommended Citation
Matlack, Jesse (1957) "The Optimist," Exile: Vol. 3 : No. 1 , Article 5.
Available at: http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol3/iss1/5

http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol3?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol3/iss1?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol3/iss1/5?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.denison.edu/exile/vol3/iss1/5?utm_source=digitalcommons.denison.edu%2Fexile%2Fvol3%2Fiss1%2F5&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


The Optimist 

BY JESSE MATLACK 

Above his harbor home each night 
Three red-eyed buzzards glide; 
Mute as autumn's moonlit dust 
On wrinkled roads they light 
To dance and sing of dwindling seas, 
Crisped by sun's indifferent might: 
"Follow in footsteps the weeping rain." 

He does not spit with foolish hate, 
But gladly gives a pound or two 
Of fresh-dead flesh for each to eat; 
.(\nd turns with a smile to welcome fate. 
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