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Alumni , Parents, and Friéends of Denison:

There are thirty-nine Black students at Denison University
who find their 1ives intolerable due to a lack of under--
8tanding of Fhe:mnigue horror of 'a Black student at a white
university. - e Ghe students, the faculty, the administra-
tion, the alwpnt;: and the Trustees have failed time and
again to recegnize the immense weight on the Blacks. They
have attenpted repeatedly to communicate their perspective
to us. Howewver, the cemforts of our campus havce made it too
easy to overlook the discomforts of a fow.

In desperation, they drew up a list of viablc dcmands which
would hblp to Jdk@ enison an cnvironment in which we could
attain an education nvccsoary to cope with today's world.

What the Blacks arc asking for is not merely a token assim
ilztion into the Denison community, but rather an opportunity
to become an cqual body which would add to the diversifi -
cation of Denison. Ruch diversity and the exposure to varying
ideas and points of view which it implies, is in our belief
the purpose of a liberal arts education. 011y attcr we have
been cxposed to such issues, anal¥zing them from all per-
speetives can we formulate our own idecals.

Qur period of unawarcness is over. The students after care
Tul consideration, feel compelled to impress upon you the
immediate nced to support these demands. Let us caphasize
that thcse demands have been looked at from cvery aspcct to
determine their wviability and their desirability. We feel
that we have made a hl@hly rcsponsible decision to back thesc
demands.

We cannot stress to youw hew important our dceision is nor
how urgent. We ask that you trust the integrity and judg -
ment of the students and faculty of your university who are
continually striving towards the better intcrests of this
gollege.

Concoyned Members of the
Bendcon (OO I T il i o e
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