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Classical Heritage 

Perspectives in Leadership: Dr. Delyte Morris and Octavius Augustus 
By Jolm Leebens 

The building of a community 
takes resou rces, willpower, and a leader. 
ln an cient Rom e tha t lead er w as 
Au gu s tus, the firs t m.an to consolidate 
the p owers of the offices and rule Rom e 
as the pri11 ccps, first am ong equals. He 
worked to overcon1.e adversaries th a t 
had been friend and foe and tlu·ough his 
long reign changed the face of Rome. ln 
Carbondale, Illinois it took a dynamic 
n ew presid ent, Dr. Dely te Morris . 
Du rin g his tenure as pres ident of 
Sou thern Illinois University s tar ting in 
19--1:8 to 1970, w h en several of h is 
unofficial ways of ge tting things d one 
cau sed the Board of Trus tees tha t he 
created to ou s t him into president 
em eritus and then earl y re tirem ent, 
Morris turned a sm all teachers college of 
3,000 into one of the m ost multi-cultural 
and internationally diverse campuses in 
the United Sta tes w ith over 35 ,000 
s tudents between the Carbondale and 
Ed wardsville, Illinois, campuses.1 H e 
m ad e the campus into som ething that 
shaped an entire region, rn.uch like how 
" [Au gu s tus] fo und the city m ad e of 
brick and left it made of fftarble." 2 

However, the point is that whil e 
these m en came fr om differ ent time 
periods and dras tically different places 
th ey b o th su cceed ed in phys ica lly 
changing the face of the area of w hich 
they conh·olled of during their reigns in 
a drama tic w ay . Th e ideas of stron g 
lea d ership still sm ack wi th similarities, 
but the s tories of these tvvo m en find 
ve ry different p a ths to r ea cl1 th e 
pinn acle of achi evem ents a t the ir 
pos1t10n s. They fasc inate the onlooker 
and sh ow tha t no m a tter h ow much 

1 In 1948 Morri s was hi red as an emergency fi ll 
in. 
1 Suetonius Aug ustus 28.3 

19 

things change, they will s tay the same. 
We must start from the begi.J.ming to see 
the differences betvveen these tvvo 111.en. 
From the humble beginnings of Delyte 
Morris to the splendor of the begi.J.1nings 
of Augush1s, their lives w ill diverge but 
evenhtally com e to the sam e p osition to 
chan ge what they conh·olled .3 

Dr . Dely te Morris was b orn 
April 11 th , 1906 in the very poor town of 
Xenia, Illinois . Born to a telegraph 
opera tor fo r th e B&O railroa d, Morris 
did no t have in door pl umbing as a 
child. Th ou gh poor, he and his bro ther 
were always exp ec ted to go to college. 
He received his undergra dua te degree 
from Park College in Missouri and was 
successful a t several jobs around the 
country, includin g buildin g the sp eech 
deparhnent a t Ohio Sta te until his hiri.J.1g 
as president a t SIU. After he had been 
passed over becau se he was n o t as 
qualified on p a p er in 1945 fo r the 
Sou them Illinois Universi ty p residency, 
he was hired i.J.1 September of 1948 and 
installed officially in an inau gura tion on 
May 5th, 1949 . .J From here h e would 
take the university to new heights, but 
fir s t le t us look a t th e aris tocra tic 
advance of Au gustus. 

Augus tus was adopted by Juliu s 
Caesa r, his grea t uncle. But his real 
story begins by his own word a t the age 
of nineteen when , six teen years before 
he was legally allowed to, Octavian was 
placed in the sena te. He also raised a 

·' Pronoun ced delight from the old Iri sh spelling 
from Mitchel I Introd ucti on. 
4 A II fac ts about the I ife of the uni vers ity and 
Morri s in parti cular I found in Delvte Morris of 
S IU by Beny Mitchell and The UniFersity That 
Shouldn ·1 Ha1•e Happened. 8 111 Did: Southern 
Illinois Unil'ersit_i · During the Morris l'ears 
/9-18-19 7 () by Robert A . Harper from personal 
cop ies signed to my grandmother. 
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renegade army "at my own expense" to 
fight "a faction" of the "murderers of 
my father." 5 While this was made to 
sou nd h ero ic fifty-eight years after 
Aug ustus had conquered, consolidated 
and then expanded the Roman Empire, 
he was acting very illegally. There was 
no way that he should have been given 
imperiw11, but because of his nam.e and 
the fact that he was claiming that he was 
only building an anny to revenge his 
adopted father , the soon to be luli11 s 
di"u11s, he was allowed to take his army 
to Philippi in 42 B.C. at the age of 
twenty-on e . H e h elp ed successfully 
defeated Cassius and Bruh.is' anny and 
became one of the two major parts of the 
triumvirate with Mark Antony. 6 After 
playin g off Ma rk Antony, Augustus 
started to accumulate titles, receiving 
Augu s tus in 27 B.C. and powers 
including i111periw11 co nsulnre. After a 
second se ttl em ent in 23 B.C. that 
granted Augustus the tribunicia potestas 
and mnius i111periu111, Augustus relTeated 
from every day tedium but held greater 
power over the entire empire and also 
contributed to the senate and working 
of the empire. 7 Augush.1s dates his own 
reign fr om the second se ttlem ent, 
stating in the Res Gestae that "at the time 
of writing I have been consul thirteen 
time and am in the thirty-seven th year 
of tribunician power" which was A.D. 
1-1-, the year of his d eath.R 

Augustus was the aristocrat who 
had the opportuni ty to lead handed to 
him by family association, a huge 

5 
Res Gestae Divi Augusti - 1.1, 1.1, 2. 1 

c, While this was a grea t v ictory there was not 
really any spo il s because the opponents were 
Roman plus -- Octav ian. who had been l ittle more 
than an onlooker in that campaign" was in a 
pos ition that he had to keep M ark Antony around 
in power. This quote is from A Hi.1·tc1r1• of Rome: 
Dmm to the Reign o(Cv11sta11ti11e by M. Cary 
and H.H. Sc ull ard p.291. 
"Cary and Seu Il a rd p. 3 19. 
~ 

Res Gestae 4 .4. 
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for tune, and many clients. This 
patron / client system was h ow 
Augus tus h elp ed run th e empire 
through reward and enticem ent. The 
conh·oller of p ower after almost 30 years 
of constant civil war, Augustus had the 
resources to take over with military 
power and then se t his reforms after he 
had brokered his own pnx. Morris was 
from a very poor back ground in a 
r egion that was underutilized and 
unknown; the lar ges t town in the 
r eg ion, ex tending over thirty-tw o 
counties, was Carbondale with a measly 
10,000 p eople, n o t including the 
university . He reached though political 
connec tions to refo rm a region and 
change its face. However, a vision of 
lea dership under their conh·ol was the 
drivil1g goal of both men. 

As Au gus tus and Morris cam e 
into power, many able-bodied assis tants 
accompanied them both. Many m en led 
armies under the auspices of Augush.1s' 
i111periu111 and helped him recrea te the 
culture and life around Ron1.e and the 
res t of the empire. For Au gustus, one 
man in particular h elped Augus tus 
build and reform Rome. Agri ppa, his 
son-in-law, was impor tant in aiding 
Augustus with military m a tters and 
h elping A u gustus v,rith building 
programs and other offices. For Morris, 
there was a veritable team tha t made the 
job possible. The m os t important of 
these associates were Charles Tenney 
and John Rendleman . Tenney was the 
curator of academia; h e con trolled 
every thing fr om th e curriculun1. to 
graduate research . Rendleman was a 
dynamic man who con vinced Morris to 
hire him as th e universi ty's first legal 
counsel w hile no t even out of law 
school. Rendleman dealt with land 
ac qu1s1t10ns and co ntra cts and 
eventually beca me the chancellor a t the 
new Ed wa rds v ill e ca mpus th a t h e 
h elped finance th ro u gh political 
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connec tion s. Several o thers were also 
n ecessa ry cogs in the workings of the 
administra tion . I. Clark Dav is and 
Charl es Pulley were the head of s tudent 
affa irs and the university architec t, 
respectively, and they both worked with 
Morris on a daily basis to m ake sure that 
the p eople and pla ces around the 
university were all trying to build a 
be tter place particularly when it came to 
the physical nature of Southern Illinois 
University's campus.9 

Morr.is and Au gustus, h aving 
reached power, now put their plans into 
work. Au gus tus was in a p osition of 
m uch grea ter power and pres tige, b ing 
the first true leader of the largest empire 
2000 years ago. He was working on a 
n a tion wide scale that would influence 
p eopl e w h o sp oke many differ ent 
lan gua ges and lived over thousands of 
miles . H e wanted to reconstru ct the 
empire and espec iall y Rome into 
som e thing tha t would be great. But for 
th is s tudy, the focus will be on his 
buildin g and managem ent program of 
the city of Rom e ipse. Morris was rea dy 
to 111.ake Southern Illinois University 
into son1.e thing more than what it had 
been since its founding in 1869. SIU was 
on e of five teachers colleges th a t the 
Illinois Teachers Board conh"olled, and it 
was m ad e up of onl y eight buildings 
and se rv iced appro xima tely 3,000 
s tudents. 

Forests and Lakes and Landscape Oh 
My! 

M o rris love d the ph ys ical 
en viromnent around southern Illinois. 
Rolling hills and densely forested. areas 

'
1 Harper p.63-90 fo r the descriptions of a ll of the 
maj or playe rs during the Morri s yea rs. Dav is 
returned to _jo in the administration in 1950 and 
Pull ey was hired in March of 195 1. On a 
pe rsonal note. Charl es Pu I ley was my 
grandfather and Clark Dav is was his best fri end . 
I went to Clark Dav is· funeral in ovember of 
2002. My grand fa ther di ed in 1993 befo re I 
could tru ly di scuss hi s li fe work at the uni versity. 
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gave a picturesque se tting for a college 
campus ca rve d out of thi s terrain. 
Morris did no t want to give this up even 
thou gh SIU needed to build and expand 
at a swift rate. Temporary buildings 
were ov erflowing . But instead of 
throwing buildings up in no important 
m anner, he forced the architec ts' office 
to constantly reevalua te. Morris was 
inte r es te d 111 eac h pl ace a nd 
environment on campus. He would 
regularl y insp ec t con struction and the 
d evelopment that he was causing in the 
area around th e exp anding campus. 
From the b eginning of his tenure, 
Morris kept track of the d ifferen t trees 
on ca mpus and would block p arking 
lo ts or ge t angry if a tree was rem oved 
w ith out hi s k n ow le d ge durin g 
construction . In one m em o from 1957 
sent to Pulley it asks fo r addition al 
funds " .. . to continue the heavy under­
planting of h·ees in Thompson Wood s. 
[Morris] has sm all trees in mind fo r this 
project" which would keep a d en se look 
to the sm all treed area. 10 One particular 
incident did ge t caught in a m em o tha t 
Pulley put out to the architec t's offices, 
p robably af ter a quick ph on e call , 
s ta ting "we are all very rnucl1 awar e of 
Presid ent Morris' d esire to comple te 
planning p rojec ts w ith the minimal 
rem oval of m ajor h·ees," and that in tvvo 
particul ar places around the presiden t's 
house and Shryock, the music hall, there 
w ere h·ees tha t were being unnecessarily 
d es troyed . This resulted in Pulley 
telling everyone in the department "for 
h·ee pro tec tion we will develop a d e tail 
in our University Architec t's Standards 
that will cover p roper pro tec tion of h ees 

10 George Hand, Pres ident" s ass istant. to Pulley 
October 23, 1957 Tree P/a111i11g. Morri s was a 
nature fa nati c. He started a fi sh hatchery on 
Litt le Grassy Lake. about ten miles from 
campus. and a lso had a national tree service 
stari on on campus which tu rned into a fo restry 
department th at now offe rs degrees. 
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in and around building sites" so that 
this would no t occur again . This mem o 
was just representative even towards 
the end of Morris ' tenure in June of 
1969. Chan ge was quick. In the n ew 
ed i tion of the University Architect' s 
Standards m anual that appeared that 
m onth there was this: 

Precaution sh ould be taken to 
preserve as n,any exis ting trees 
as prac tical. Common native 
trees su ch as pine, ailanthus , 
locu st or even short-lived trees 
such as p opular, willow and 
silver maple are worth saving, if 
no grea t exp ense is incurred or 
the design injured. To save these 
trees ga ins mu ch in time for 
needed immediate effect. 

Wh en Morris wanted som ething done, it 
go t done in a hurry and to the letter. 11 

An o th er considera ti.on for the 
landsca p e wa s th e fac t that John 
Lonergan was brought in within the 
firs t two years of Morris ' tenure and 
helped design wha t the campus w ould 
look like years in ad van ce. H e was 
integral in surveying the land around 
the small central campu s. Lonergan 
came up with a plan involving sav ing 
Thompson Woods and the Th ompson 
Lake nex t to it. "Morris enthusias tically 
endorsed . .. Lonergan ' s plan to give the 
ca mpu s a n inf o rmal , n a tural 
appea rance" which would blend in with 
the surrounding area and natural look 
of southern Illinois .12 This w as a big 
d ecision beca use Thompson Woods 
abutted the s tarting cenh·al campus area 
of twenty-four acres and vvas the prune 

11 Charl e Pullev. June 2. 1969 memo. Al so 
Uni versi ty A rcl~i1ec1·s Standards updated 5th 

edition from June 1969. 
1
~ Harper p. 44. Thi s was one of the first maj or 

planning dec isions in vo lv ing the expansion of 
the Carbondale campus. The lake i now ca l led 
Lake on the Campus. It was al o drained in 
1952 under the ausp ices of Pu I ley so that 
survey ing and a new dam cou ld be put in . 
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expansion ground. It ren, ains to this 
d ay unt o u ch e d a nd w ith out 
landscaping except fo r three or four 
tvvo-person wide concre te paths n um ii, g 
through the woods. 

The Rom an s felt d ifferently . 
They lived in a pre-modern society that 
was very vulnerable to the wild and all 
of its dangers. The Romans placed wild 
places inside their hou ses and vill as . 
Hotori was ah vays enclosed by some 
type of sh·ucture to shm,v the dominance 
over na ture th a t ca m e h ard er than 
conquering p eoples in som e ins tances . 
Au gu s tus in p articula r sa nc tion ed 
la nd sca pin g. But thi s type of 
land scapin g w a s in vo lve d in 
ornamental p rojects like gr enery in the 
Apollo complex, Au gustus' mausoleum, 
and the Porticu s Livae .1'.I So Augus tus, 
it seems, w as ac tu ally interes ted in 
green areas or a t least their value. The 
idea of immedia te impac t from greenery 
being so controlled ii, su ch an urban 
se tting would h ave had the same effect 
as impressive columns becau se of the 
care and knowledge n eeded to ca re fo r 
the plants. 

And the Building Goes on with Some 
Hard Work by the Architect's Office 

Th e a r chitec t ' s office was 
iimndated with reques ts to make repairs 
and fo rmalize ideas . Pull ey, William 
Hart, wh o wo uld b e co m e th e 
Carbondale ca mpus a rchitec t wh en 
Edw ardsv ille was a d va n ced , and 
Lon ergan were con s tantl y working 
behind schedule. In February of 1957, 
after seve ral of the m os t impor tant 
buildings had been built, a priority lis t 
for the drafting room included fo rty-five 
different p rojec ts witl, m any havin g 
multiple issu es that needed to be dealt 
w itb. These jobs were as va ried as the 
number of p eopl e and buildings the 

I ~ 
· Favro p. 178 . he makes some statements 

based on Li vy about how A ugustus sta 11ed 
topi ary . I have to wonder about that. 
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architec ts w ere trying to d eal with at the 
time. The number one priority was to 
overhaul the d esign of Altgeld H all, 
w h ich a t the time was over sixty-years 
old, from a teaching building to a music 
building. Number four w as to m.ake 
designs for the tower needed by the new 
FM radio sta tion . Number twenty-six 
w as to cr eate a n inter- cam.pus 
co mmunica ti on sys te m fo r the 
Carbondale campus. Number for ty-four 
was to design areas fo r campus bulle tin 
boa rds. It w as a never-ending project. 14 

An o th er d ocument fr om mid-1 956 
shows the sort of work tha t Pulley did 
fo r the uni ve rsity. In resp on se to 
Morris' reques t to "prepare an agenda 
fo r a m ee ting of the University Council 
on Campus Development" h e put 
toge ther a collection of points about 
three specific i terns: Architects fees fo r 
p rojects, ano ther res tudy of the m aster 
pl a n , and topics ab out the n e w 
University Center.15 There w ere over 
620 rep air jobs design ed b y the 
archi tects office in 1967-8.10 

Massive ch an ges to s tanding 
buildings also altered the s tate of the 
new buildings. They need ed to be open 
and to accommodate change. Because 
of the crush for science classes, both Life 
Science I & II have open classroom s and 
can quickly be chan ged to m ee t the 
n eeds of different sciences . M orris 
Library has little or n o p artitioning, 

i-1 Pri ori ty L ist fo r Dra ft ing Room. February 5, 
1957 . Al tge ld is still the music building. but 
during the last schoo l year has undergone its first 
renovation since thi s changeover. The FM radio 
stati on was the first and only of its kind in 
southern Illinois until the early 70s. There is an 
intercom system in all the buildings. And there 
are numerous bulletin board areas. w ith 
espec ially large ones inside the doors of each 
building that is des ignated fo r classes. 
15 Pu I ley to Morri s. M ay 2 I , 1956 Re: Unh·ersil_l ' 
Council 011 Campus Development . 
16 From the 67- 8 Pres ident" s Report to the Board 
of Trustees. 

w alls, or supports in the interior of the 
space. The floors could be completely 
changed or altered within a week's time 
d ep endin g on which sec tion s wer e 
growing or w hich study areas required 
enlar gem ent. Besides h av ing op en 
interior sp aces r eady fo r quick 
h·ansfo rm.ation , the walls and ex teriors 
u sed n-1assive glass pan els and vis ta 
windows to op en the building further . 
The engineering building complex has 
several buildings where tbe ex terior is 
almos t comple tely glass. An o the r 
technique tha t was used was a curving 
walkway around the carap ace of the 
building, w h ich ac ts as a continual 
transition and a m ajor thorough fa re. 
Lawson H all fo r lower ma th and science 
h o ld s multipl e hundr e d- sea t 
auditoriums. But it is surrounded by 
green spaces and courtyards, l1 as 1nany 
glass window s, the m ain thorou ghfa re 
curves around the ex terior, and the 
auditoriums are kept to the interior. 
This way, the sh1dent could be dreading 
his boring lechue class, but on his w ay 
to class he is constantly looking outside 
to nice surroundings, and if things ge t 
too horribl e, he is able to slip quickly 
outside for five minutes to ge t a d rink or 
sm oke in one of the plentiful ex terior 
niches.17 

As if th e requi rem ents fo r 
expanding the Carbondale campus were 
no t bad enou gh, Morris d ecid ed tha t it 
vlould be good fo r the university to 
expand to the Metro Eas t area on the 
Illinois side of the Mississippi Rive r. 
Morris wanted to help all of southern 
Illinois, and this area was the hardes t 
off. The idea crys tallized in 1956 and by 
1960 had received $25 million in bonds 
from the federal and sta te legislatures to 
s ta rt produ c tion . Pulley and the 

17 I love Lawson. iches are outs ide on al l sides 
in courtyard s. Everything around it is green and 
it sirs close to T hompson Woods. about a three­
m inute wa lk behind the building. 
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architects had to take on hvo campuses 
a t once. Pulley put toge ther a plan to 
ge t the new campus off the ground; it 
was a mem.o to Morris tha t was three 
pages long and included several major 
points : selec t a city planner, ge t an 
en g inee rin g firm , and find an 
architectural firm. to h elp with the 
mas ter plan .18 A Saint Louis firm w as 
found fo r the 111.as ter plan and opening 
ceremonies were held in 1965. 

The Romans were the masters of 
enclosed ex terior space and openin g 
vis tas. The bnsili cn w as a way to shade 
and enclose m assive spaces while still 
giv ing easy access to the outdoors. 
Au gustus built one of the grea test of 
these of the tim e the Basilica Julia. H e 
als built his own fo rum in a manner 
th a t enclosed sp ace would_ also b e 
conh·olled so tha t business and meetings 
could be held in the Forum Augus tum, 
but it could also be used to h old 
religious cerem onies in associa ti.on with 
the temple of Mars Ultor and audiences 
,,vith the sena te. Also within the roofed 
walkways that enclosed his forum w ere 
sta tues of the Julian gens from Aeneas 
and the grea t m en of Rom e fr om 
Romulus. Th ese leg itimize d him 
through association with all the great 
men of Rome's past. Another type of 
en closed op en a ir sp ace w as the 
th ea ter /amphith ea ter. SIU ha s an 
amphithea ter connec ted to the Student 
Center allowing op en-air events with 
som e privacy . Au gu s tus used his 
Th ea ter of M arcellu s to show his 
splendor and beat Pompey the Great's 
complex, serving both purposes well.1Y 

i x Pull ey to Morl'i s. January 2 1. 1960 
Rccommend(lfionsfor procedure on der elopmenl 
r?(S'outhern 11/inoi. · Un iFersiz, , camp us. 
Ed11 •ard~l'il!e, 1//inois. Edward v ille became a 
maj or ex tension to keep good students in th e 
Metro East area. It is now under considerat ion to 
separate SIU-E from SIU-C. 
1
'
1 
Gary and Scu ll ard p. 323-4. Mar U ltor in the 

Foru m A ugustum was consecrated in B.C. 2. 
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Master planning and Augustus 
Reshapes Rome: the same? 
Master plans blanke ted Morris' 

hom e drafting table. A new mas ter plan 
fo r the Carbondale campus appeared 
almos t every yea r be tween 1950 and 
1960. Dorms and buildings were moved 
and altered on a con s tant bas is.20 
Bes ides continually reev al u a ting the 
situa ti.on on campus, the drafts helped 
r easse ss en ro llment, p olicy, and 
educational requirements by allowing a 
minute look into th e situa ti on on 
campus as it changed yea rly . A booklet 
w as put toge ther, assumedly upon 
Morris' re tirem ent, which had most of 
th e ma s te r pl an s a nd diagra m.s 
produced during his era as president. 
Th ere axe thirty-six pictures. Tl1 e last 
two are the beginning and the end, 1948 
and 1969, which are on the sarn.e scale: 
the 1948 plan is almost inv isible in the 
same size legend. 

Morris meant to change southern 
Illinois and the university tha t rose as its 
heart. He planned ahead. H e wanted to 
know v,,h a t th e r egion n ee ded. He 
con ceived a tea m of loca l born 
compatriots tha t would aspire to make 
the "new" universi ty grea t.21 Morri s 
carried a ten-year plan in his pocke t tbat 
h e wrote out in 1952. I t in cluded a 
sec tion fo r university irnp rovements 
and one for area improvem ents. Among 
these were crea ting a doctoral program, 
ge tting several buildin gs approved , 
including educa tion and en gineering, 
d eveloping several ar ea lakes, an d 

20 T hompson Point was moved across the lake to 
"the Point. '' Several ideas of the ca mpus loop 
road also changed. 
21 Rendleman : ,as from the Metro East area . 
Pu I ley was or iginally from M arion. about fi fteen 
miles from ca mpus. Davis was a Harr isburg 
nat ive. about forty-fi ve minu tes from campus. 
M orri s.himse lf was a southern lllinoi native . 
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ge tting a main highway east/wes t and 
north / south .22 

H e m a d e his subordina tes 
believe in thi s plan, too . At an 
enrollment of around 5,000 in 1952, 
Pulley put out requirem ents fo r the 
d orntitory p rogram . Th is took into 
con sidera tion tha t there would be a t 
least 9,000 students, and that these units 
mus t be adjus table to futur e co-ed 
en rollment situa tions. By 1959 Pulley 
m entions to the Board that there will 
p robably be 15,000-19,000. 23 

Hou sing at th e time w as 
ram.shackle, shoddy, and sp arse. The 
idea of a ma jor unit of dorntitories came 
into foc u s in ear ly 1952. No w 
Thompson Point, the p rojec t started as 
an idea fo r a sm all community of 
freshmen n1en tha t would have ea ting 
and som e educational facilities on site. 
Morris wa nted ideas fo r a liv ing 
comm.unity tha t would bring the 
freshmen av.ray from their rural living 
tha t many southern Illinoisans w ould 
h ave ex p eri en ce d into a m or e 
in s titutional se tting. One no teworthy 
m ee ting in October of 1952 started the 
idea of the s truchue and fr amework. 
Pulley s tar ted the basic ideas off by 
s ta ting, "We ar e sta rting a m en 's 
residence program ." From this starting 
p oint, sizes and div ision s w ithin the 
h ou sing units and co111.n-mnity blocks 
were discu ssed . Morris sp oke briefly 
fo r the fir st half of the m ee ting. The 
second half of the m ee ting, af ter the 
m ain ideas had been brou ght to the 
ta bl e, turn ed into a conve rsa ti on 

22 See anached ph otocopy. T he doctoral 
program deve lopment th rough a d istingu ished 
professors progra m that brought in older teachers 
to fi ll departmental needs. The two main 
highways are US 5 1 and Illinois 13. The lake 
areas neve1· rea ll y amounted to much except fo r 
conservation purposes. 
23 Pulley Req uirements.for Dormito,:1' Program 
Southern Illinois Univers ity December 3. 1952. 
And Pulley to Board report A pr il I. 1959. 

b e tween Mo rris, Pull ey, and a 
r epresenta tiv e fr om th e Chicago 
architectural firm that was consulting on 
the p rojec t. Morris had se t ideas and 
sent the architec ts off to draw up plans 
after making su re of cos t efficiency and 
flexibility.2~ This shows h ow Morris 
listened but m ade all the final decisions 
in hi s building p rog r am . Morris 
controlled this p rogram thou gh Pulley, 
w h o h ad the job of p resenting the 
changes and budge ts to the master plan 
to the board .25 

Au gushls used Agrippa to build 
public works and other m onuments. He 
m ade Agrippa the rnrntor 11qu11n1111 so 
that the water supply would be updated 
after years of negligen ce. Agrippa 
p roceeded to build the Aqua Virgo, one 
of the major aqueducts of the city, and 
the first ba ths, the 'Thennae.' Agrippa 
also built the firs t Pantheon and a large 
hotori in the Campus Martius. 26 Also 
soon after his first se ttlem ent w ith the 
sena te, he began a program to refurbish 
dis traught temples. After yea rs of 
ina ttention Au gus tus quickly "restored 
the Capitol and sacred buildings to the 
nu1nber of eighty-two, thea ter of 
Pompey, the aqueducts and the Via 
Flaminia."27 This showed Au gu stus' 
intent to make the city worthy of the 
grea t power and influence it exercised . 
But some would argue tha t th is was not 
a building program. I see it as a 
building p rogram along the sam e lines 

14 Minwes of /o.1/ee ting on Men ·.,· Dorm ito,y 
October 28 . 1952. T his document is twe lve 
pages of shorthand. It shows the formation of 
Thompson Point as is. 
25 There are num bers of meetings w ith the board 
and other peop le. Pulley had a severa l thousand 
do llar trave ling budget so that he could put ideas 
to other co lleges and ga in ideas from other 
ca mpuses that were ex panding. 
16 Gary and Scull ard p. 325. Agrippa also 
apparently sai led up the C loaca Maxia. That 
would have been horrendous. 
17 Res Gestae Append ix 3. 
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as wha t Morris did a t SIU. Morris and 
Augustus did n ot start new . There w as 
a foundation that each built on. But the 
idea was to build spaces and the overall 
area up into som ething grea ter than it 
h ad prev iou sly b een . Au gu s tus 
concentra ted on the Capitoline and the 
Campus Ma rbus. In the Can1pus 
Ma rtiu s his Ar a Pacis, obeli sk , 
mausoleum, and a large p ortico, ,vith its 
great paved area, created a n ode or area 
tha t ,,vas s tric tl y Au gu s tan. Th e 
Pantheon and hotori that Agrippa built 
aided this situation and cau sed the Via 
Flaminia to b e a triumph ant 
processional. The Capitol Hill was also 
fas hion ed in a similar m anner. By 
finishing the projects of Caesar to honor 
himself and buying m assive am ounts of 
land to build the Forum Au gus ti, he se t 
himself up as the focal point. H e rebuilt 
the sen a te h ou se itself, fashioned a 
massive temple to Mars Ultor in the 
middle of his Forum Au gu sti , and 
rebuilt the Capitoline triad and Jupiter 
Maxirnus. 28 The middle of the city and 
the entrance of the m os t important road 
we re programm a tica ll y built to 
emphasize the mighty princeps. While 
Augu s tu s did n o t comple tely remake 
Rome in a mas ter plan or official sta ted 
program, he ch an ged the face of the 
m os t important sec tors and where h e 
was incapable of h elping or rem aking 
the city he se t up p olicing fo rces, fire 
brigades, and urban prefec ts tha t could 
help reform an d build up sec tions of 
Rom e. H e su ccee d ed in crea tin g a 
dominant nam e and image tha t no one 
else had and Caesar had no t finished. 
Another point is tha t it would have been 
unwise to p rocla im a master building 
p rogram . One of the ways a ris tocrats 
expressed and increased their influence 
and pres ti ge was throu gh building. 
While p roclaiming he was res torin g the 

' 8 - Gary and Scu ll ard p. 323-324 . Also Res 
Gestae 19.20. & 2 I. 

26 

Republic, to take away one of the main 
compe titive aren as would h ave hurt or 
hindered his image as the benevolent 
princeps. 

Morris was a prop onent of this 
nodal importance. H e planned to keep 
the old original campus in place and to 
se p a r a te the n ew buildings with 
Thompson Woods or large green spaces. 
This is w h y th e Ag ri cultur e, 
Communica tion s, and Thea ter buildings 
were sep ara ted on the wes t side of 
Thompson Woods. The Student Center, 
Engin eering, Aren a, and Physical Plant 
were placed sou th of a large campus 
common green tha t ex tended from the 
old campus area. Ano ther large green 
with soccer fields and walkways divides 
the administration in Pulliam Hall away 
from the old campus sh"uctures. Morris 
h ad the archi tec ts se t u p convenient 
areas that would serve a single purpose, 
but were in quick walking dis tance of 
the o ther sections of campus.~9 

Au gus tus and Dr. Delyte Morris 
physically chan ged the face of their 
respec tive areas. They were i11 different 
situations and time periods. They went 
a bout ren ova tio n s diffe ren tl y an d 
Morris obv iou sly did n o t have the 
power to reshape by only his direc tive 
and m onies . However, their vision and 
p ow er in gu id in g w h ere bui ldin gs 
would be placed , obtainin g and using 
funds to bu ild a nd ex p an d , and 
addressing h ov,, the place would be 
viewed were similar and unmatched by 
predecessors. The abili ty of one n1an to 
help change the fa ce of an area is grea t. 
These two men exemplify tha t trai t and 
how much can be done. Au gus tus was 
able to m.ake Rom e into a capi tal city 
that was large and splendid in its public 
areas . Dr . Morris helped build an 
institution tha t is the larges t employer in 

"
9 Th is is from Harper p. 93-1 I 9. 
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the bottom half of the state of Illinois.30 

Augustus' legacy changed the course of 
western civilization. Morris changed 
the direction and shape of a region of 
Illinois. Both men will be remembered 
for the deeds that they did. The idea of 
the pnter pntrine rings through this 
statement by Dick Gregory, a Southern 
graduate from the 1950s. 

He was not just the head of the 
university, he was the father. 
SIU is the great university it is 
today because he was a leader 
of men. To Dr. Morris' spiri t, 
and to his family, I and 
countless thousands pay 
tribute to the memory of this 
great man.31 

This last state1nent rings of the imperial 
cu lt of Augustus. To see the homage 
paid in so similar a way, and how their 
monum.ents live on, is fitting. 

1- ... ~ ! -'111111 l 

--- rrr' · . ·. ~~~ 

The Locn A11tiq11n group in the Forum of 
Augush.1s 

3° From SIU web ite. \I 11 \\ .-.iu . .:du. Acessed 
April 12 . 2003 
11 Foreword by Dick Gregory from Berty 
Mitchell's De~\"le Morris o.fSIU. 
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The Augush.1s Prima Porta 
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The Colosseum in Rome 
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